Professor Marie-Victorin

Department of Botany Ami 1 2. 1932
Univereity of Montreal

Canada

Dear Dr. Victorin :

I wieh to thank you again for having offered to
me the posltlon of Chief Horticulturist of the Montreal 3otanic Gar-
den. It has been a great pleasure for me to meet you,and I am cer-
tainly grateful to you for your trust in me. However, I have since
glven the whole matter some more thought and consideration and I
have now reached the conclusion that I can not accept your provo-
sition. I am sincerely sorry to disapnoint you,but I will explain
to you my point of view.
The task to design and to lay out a new botanical garden of worth
while slze,along entirely modern lines,and under avoidance of all the
ever repeated mistakes of all the existing botanical gardens, besides
that the prosvnect to work with you as my chief to whom I have entire
confidence,attracts me very much.It seems to me that there might be a
nossibllity to do some real great work,perhans a chance to set a sample
as to what a botanical garden really can be,if 1t is started righ and
if 1t 1s layed according to clear-cut ideas and aims. But,on the other
hand,T find myself unable to become reconciled to the salary which you
have offered to me. I agreed to it when I spoke to you last week bhe-
cause the vision which I had of your garden attracted me so immensely
that I could hardly see anything else for the moment.But after I had
cooled off,T realized that this salary was entirely too inadequate and
too unattractive to induce me to give up everything I have here, to sell
my home, to uproot my family and to start 1life anew in an other country.
I could consider to do that only on a salary which would at least ner-
mit my family and myself to live in the moderate comfort to which we
have been accustomed. Of course,I understand that you are unable to offer
a better salary for the beginning,and that seems to settle the whole mat-

ter. You will have to find a younger man with less tralning and exvnerience



who 1e willing to start with you with a beginners salary.

I hone that you will understand my voint of view and that you will

not be angry with me for this withdrawal. You see,I was entlrely
unorevared for your pronosal and so fascinated by its asnects that

I even neglected to ask you for a little time in which to think 1t
over.

If there is any other way in which I can asslst you in your big task,
perhang by giving you esome points from my long exverience with bota-
nical gardens,I shall be very han-y,indeed, to do all I can. I would
even be willing to make a design,or if you wish several different de-
signs for your garden,provided that you can furnish me with a tono-
gravhical survey of the grounds. Maybe that we can talk that over

when you come here again in Anril,as you sald you would. I believe
that 1t would be of great interest and value to you to see the Boyce
Thomnson Arboretum and the work which has been done here.

If you come,-which I hone you will,even i1 we are not to work together,
I should be oblLiged to you it you would advice me of your coming about
a week ahead of the time. So,that T can make sure to have the day free
for you.

Looking forward to the pleasure of seeing you again

I am very sincerely yours
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