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Dear Sir :

In ny article séries: "The Botanical Garden of thé
Future", which I v/rote sone fo<: r years ago, T worked ovi t thé
principles accordinr to which I feel a modem Botanlcal Garden
should be desl^ned. Eve r slnce thé thès e prlnciples hâve boen
so firrcly rooted I n ny mlnd that I hâve tai e en them for granted
and seeïï : to hâve neglected to discuss thera thoroughly wlth you
and thé others concernod wlth thé development of this garden.

Permit me therofore to explain In thé followlng
Unes one tf thé raaln principles which I hâve follov^ed in
desl^nln^ thé Montréal Botanical Gard en ariû whloh gave rise to
thé discussion we had on Dec. 9th :

In ail thé Botanical Gardens ulth which I ara
ticquainted, thé varions dlsplay gardens are scattered ail over
t:*e ground. Th e reason for this is tv*ofold. Firstly , most of
thèse gardons were designed by landscape archltects wï.o had hac l
no previous expérience wlth Botanical Garden* ? and had never v/orked
in one themaelves. Thei r idea was to prcvlde points of spécial
intere^t in ail sections of thé park. I n Itself, this of course,
1s pwrfectly ail rlght for a large public park where dîsplay
gardens are simple, consistlng mainly I n masses of flowers of a
fevv varleties which are eus y to malntain. I n fact, thé idea so'.inds
so much ail rLTht and is so plausible tlmt Botanical Gm^dens
repeated this mistake over and over. Ths t it is a r.lstake to do
this In a Botanlcal Garde n where display gardens are extrerjely
complicated units and contain collections of hundreds of varieties,
theae landscape architects dld not know, but t'iose who aftenvards
had to ma intain thèse gardens never stopped curslrig , as T had
araple opportunity to observe. Meîthe r were thé vlsitors well
served, since they had to h ont around for hours and to walk many
^iles to flnd and see some spécial dlsplay In which they were
interested. Thos e visltora w^o v/alked around uimlessly aa thé
majority of botanictil garder, visitera do, r^iisse d most of thé
spécial displays allto.̂ et'ner. Thi s also I hâve had ample
opportimlty to observe ~iyself and I hâve experlenced I t on ray
owii body w'ien visltlng foreign botanlca.l gardens.



The second fréquent cause for thé scatterlng of diaplay
srardens is thé fact that many bota-aioul gardons hâve- been started
w'thout a peneral scheno for thc whole layout, and hâve been
develonped haphazardly and in pièces. This procédure résulta
also in a /rreat niany left ovor corners which are tnen filleû with
any plaint material that hapnens to be on ha;\d. 3uch nondescript
Croups aoattered ail over thé grogna are thé plain mtirk of poor
landscape design. Slnoe they are scattered t.'iey also are costly
anô difflc'ilt to maintain, conse^uently t!:ey are soon neçl&cted
and deve.lo'i Into eyesores. Tue lïew York Bo tan le al ~urden, for
instance, offers maay sainples of such nlxeù ne^lectnA groupa wnloh
meun nothlng anfl teach nothïng and whlcU in a bofca:L?toal gardon
wlth thé main purpose to educ-ite thé vlsltln̂ public are still

excusable than in an ord'.nary public park.

is usua
an unt . . .
mistake v/Llch résulte in, a serlous auû pttr'-:a;ient handicap for
ail hortlcultural actîvitlea of thé garden.

Belnr fully cognlzant or thèse v>itfalls I rosolved to
avoid thon in ûesi^riln^. thé "ontreul Eotari 1 cal Garde- and deoicied
to brlne about as oompïcte & ceLtrallsatlon of thé points of main
activxty as oould bo acî ieved. This, T J.new would rcau3t in
încreaped eii^e and sniootlineys or ud^.lïilstrutlon, ^roater efficiency
of tho xvorï-ln.5 staff, incroasBc. convenier.ee for tha vlsitîns public
and, silice orccr ic tho niutnetay of any co.Mplîoated orgnniota, also
In an aetstaetically sati efnct -ry

For thooe reaaons I plaoed thé nuraery,
thé garden, almost In thé centor of t: e grounds.
larder than in aiiy Botunioal Gard en v/^ioh T knov;,
!t to be not only a .lioo u-hare .laaC:s are ralned
varions Tnrtj of tï'.e ^arden but also as a c enter
cuLtural éducation, public aiid otlierv.lso, wliioh T
Hotanical Oarden shoultl provide. TUe test'.:/- »f
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now varieties
of annualH, perennials and varions économie plante, wî-ioh bas to
be oarrled on constantly in order to koep thé dlsplay gurdens up
to date, aliio contera In thé nursery, as well a;~ any plant
breedln^? work we n:ay undort:iice luter on. A spaclaus plant
broeûin'1 and test'ng flâld haa be«*n provided in addition and
adjacent to thé nursery, oUice for thé i'irst few years our
nursery wlll recuire cnnsJdorable space, a rooa part of thé
breedlnc and testlng fiela vill l.c ueed as 3 ter.por&ry exter.tlon
of thé nursery. -*-t can be expected, th''t at> '..e procréas v.'ith thé
plantirio' of our grounds, nncl as our nursery will gradua lly be
emptied and reduceû to noraal eîze, our bruedlnr and tect'ng
activlties wlll inorea^e tim1. will ÔP mand more and nore spuce
until u fuir balance is estublished,

For thé ooming yimr a part of thtj bret*û*rifi and teating
field will be put at tïic disposai of Wr, Racine for u flrst
attenpt ;it chilCren'y gt.rdeïlinK. If t. •! 3 Lrlal workc eut
satisfactorily and cpJldren's ^ardenlnfc; instruction bec "Lie a an



established part of our actlvitîes, a suitable pièce of land ha s
to be set aside for thls purpose. S o far I hâve always visuallzed
this children's garûea as an entlrely separate unit, located
noasibly at thé l'ar north&ast corner of what 1s now thé golf course
(corner of Viau Gt, and lîosenxoiit Blvd. ) . It should hâve Its own
little shelter iioube , pr^viûînR & email work room, room for thé
teaeher, tool roona, to'lets for boys &r;d girls and tthnt else nay
be required. TMs , of course, would be thé suramer quarters only,
wMTe for thé winter es well ae for spécial lectures in tïie
evenlnfrs in thé BUTER ; er a lar^e room will be provlde d in our new
administration building* I/ i Vils ^av-.er thé sumner act Ivlties of
thé ^ardening children will be entlrely dlvorcod fron thé other
actlvlties of thé gardon whloïi I beilsva will be thé best for both
parties concerned. I  do not know as yet how thé soil conditions
are at thé corner of Viau and Roseraont. Blvd., that "as to be
investlgated. I f they are not aultable, another pièce of land has
to be selected on Rosemont Blvd, ; or It might be possible to use
thé land north of thé play^ro md after thé hooees are reruoved.
The location oft Pie IX Blvd, wo ild nave thé advanta.̂ e of being
easily reached by atraet car wiiloh may hâve to be considères. Thls
haa to be Investioateû aaxt euinmer and be thoroughly disc-jssed.

;̂  to th d nursery I  v/iûh to atate i;-;a t î hâve
r.-.o fear tnat it will ever be msightl y and will in Its prominent
position s^oil thé beauty of th* * parh. I n thé first place ît
cornes in no place nearer than 100 ft, to any main road anà thé
exhibition greenhouses, whlch wlll be bullt in front of thé wall,
will hlde more than half of thé nursery. Arouri d thé other naïf,
inside of thé nursery fenco, a 40 ft. vrldo r-trl' p has been reserved
for a nlxed plant Ing of &uch varietios of trees, sïirubs and
pareunials as ; may ce reouired lô^ularly for démonstration purposes
in tha universltles and scaools of Montréal. Tlil s pluntin* will
save us frora thé uecesslty of cuttlafç suoh de-.aonstratlon material
from thé niants in our collectloue, w-.ic.. is nigaly undtslrable,
and I t wlll serve at thé sorti e tl:,i e as a wlndbreak and soreen
aroiuid thé nursery* Beside s tî^at, thé whole nursery i s clearly
divided into blocka, each block havin^? again a gheltorlng ï.edge
of Thuja occidentalls. I f thé nursery 1s kept up a^ \voll as a
good nursery should be Kept it will be not only not unslfhtly
but actually an object of beuuty and wlll hold so nuoh fascina-
tion for t x:ose of tî: o vlsitors who .peep in at thé f/utes thftt we
shall often be asked for pt-jrrnissio n to vlsît tli e nursery .

Ml of thé dlsplay -arder. s which hâve to be conntantly
served from thé nursery i^r e ^rouped u s cloeely around it an possible.
The only exception beinç* t:'e annual garcien w ich x, ;as put 1 n front o f
thé pavillon to pain a spécial orna^enta] effect. "i " e site between
Des Jardins ro-td and Pie IX wua aelocted for thèse ^ardens for
several reasons:

ï'irstly, thé mouiid of earth, waloh I had I n mlnd to
erect there fron thé very beginning, v-lll t-rlv e thèse gtirdens a
certain amount of mucn nuôdtidsheltôr aud wlll provide a better
backgroimd than we can hâve in any otaer part of thé gardon.
Uesides thé inner alope of thé rao^md allowû tii e inclusion of
terraces in thé gara en 30hemet au opportunity w 'ich wlll be used
In several instances.



Secondly, thé soil and sand on thé west aide of Desjar-
dins road hâve been removed years ago and a partial reflll ;;a s
been ,-nade with -jshe s end stree t clea-iînfs. W e stlll nti d to flll
In from 3-4 ft. of good top soil to reaofc thé level of thé rood
and that hae siven us in tais olttoe more perfect conditions for
intensive garder, culture than we hâve 1n any other part of our
grounds.

Thlrdly, to hâve thé dîsplay tardons ail arranrred in a
row will be a rrrent convenience for thé visit' ng public sluce it
wlll rénove for ever ail doubt as to wbere one has to go to see
them,

Because of thé f«iG t that thé strip of land between Desjgr-
dins -md Pie T X 1. 8 thé most valuabl e pièce of É-rroun d in our rarden,
as explainec ^bove , it is unwise to wnste any of it for riondescript,
so ca'led ornemental,groupa between thé diaply tardons* Besîde s
T utterly fail to soe in **Moh way t'-is îcin d of sepur-tion of thé
.^ardens could be aesthetlcally more ple^s'ng than if t'̂ e y adjoingr
each other directly. TKe y will be sep^rated anyhow by 6-8 ft. hlgh
hed^es, eacî ; one of them w111 l'orra a closad unit by itself and I
am ready to guarantee th.t each indivldua l çtirden wL.en completed
wt.n t e ae&thetically nleasing. Th e only e^feot which thé sépara -
tion of thé w/jirden s by^wlde strir of ueeless plantIngs could hâve,
would be to force thé vlsitin.r public to walk a longer distance
than is necee-sary in order to soe ail thé rardens. T o create a
needlesa lnconven^ence ï personally consider to be dlstlnctly
unaestnetlc.

Tt is also my personal opinion that most particularly
for aesthetic reas^ns we should apree on a deflnlte size for each
garden instead of allowln;- for possible future expansion by
leaving spaces betv.-een thé Cardans. Thi s can easily be done and
without fear of en̂ a.̂ inc' thé future too rnuch, by titk*f starting
out v»lt h a fairl.y larg* collection of varleties und by ^raciually
taking ont thé on^s vvhich hâve been su-perseaed and replacinfr thesi
with newer ;md bette r sorts ( a procédure which I expect to follow
fer Instance in tho display garder, of ornar.ental perennîals and
shrubs) or to allow in tne garder, itrelf Q certain amount of epace
bet'Acen thé various groupa where if necessary l-;te r 011 a few
additîor.Rl varleties mlftht be pl«nted. Tree r ca n not be reprranf;ed
after they hâve once beoome flrrly e^tablisied. I f v^e therefore
co jnt on l^ter eventually enlarfflng our fruit trec gardon by adctin g
another strin of land to lt tfii s will result in thé plar.tinf, of a
M scellant 1̂] s collection o* " fruit tree v^rioties tîisconaected from
thé varioue croups to w"-'ch they actnally belonr. T t is ïïiy opinion
that v. e engage thé future and nosnlbly hamper future develooTnent
nore periously îf we leav e ununeâ strlps between thé garûens than
if v;e do not.

How muoh I am onposed to nondescrlpt mixed plantîn^s in a
Eotantcal G-nrden can be seen fron tho fact tbut ovon on thé mound
along Pie TA, whlch was put. thore ar. a sî-elter nnc 1. btick^ronnd, I
clid not plent anything I just happened to hâve. Th e whole outside
slope 'aa s been planted with a collection of 14 varietles of hybrid
poplars, coŒprlBln-'- so-ae of thé most promislnt; - poplar hybride for



pulpwood production wMch are known at thé présent. Som e of them
I obtained from Dr. Kelnburgor, others I brousht wlth me from New
York. Sinc e 2 or 3 plants of eacn klnd, ail that T coula acconmo-
date In thé Arboretura proper, would not constltute ? fair tei:t, I
used thé opportunlty I had on thé mound to plant 20 trees of each
varlety, séparât1 ng thé grout>s with a grour> o? three trees of
Fraxlnus amerlcana. *.V e hive a li:jt on file of thé succession in
whlch thé varieties hâve been planted, so that even without labels
we shall al\vays be uble to détermine v.hicK variety is whlch. Borne
of thèse virletles vvill soon show thf\ they ca n not kee~ ? up in
vigour of growt1: wlth some of thé others, some -nti y suffer frost
Injury or fall prey to dlsea^es. Ail  thèse wlll be removed as soon
as their inferiority 1s clearly estnblished and they will be replaced
wlth other promising hybride until we hâve est-iblished a sélection
of thé 14 most désirable kinds for thls oart of thé country. I n
this raanner I shall raake thé pleasantly gree n looking plantIng on
thé raound serve not only as a shelter» scree n and background but
also as an extrenely v.orth whlle scientlfically contlucted démonstra-
tion.

NotMng as yet ha s been planted on thé inslde slope of
thé mound, since T did not dare to engage lt imtil thé tardons in
front of lt hâve been deftnitely establîshed,

So far I nave in .ilnd to develop those parts of thé
intsîde elo,?e, v/hich are not used as part of thé gardens, as a bird
refuge. Ther e hns to be system also i n such a planting in order to
make it most effective, and it mi^ht well be rnade to serve as a
sample of what a good Mrd refuge in this part of thé country should
be like.

Wherever else in thé p-arden I need & screen or shelter I
shall always encleavou r to make 1 t not merely a preen Une withou t
charncter but to let it serve at thé aame time as a démonstration
or so'ae kind. Th e lesson thus imparted need not always be a
scientific one. A  screen planting wh^oh can be looked a t also
solely for thé reason oT Its rreat beauty wlll coustltnte just
as valmible a lesson in good landscane design.

Pemlt ra e to assure you that also in thé future I shall
cause nothinr to be done ut this -arden without flrrt studylng thé
problem from ail angles and corisidering ail possibillties. I f I an
allov/ed to continue thé développent of thls gardon along thé linea
whlch T hâve fol owed up to thé présent you may rest assured that
thé Montréal Botanlcal Garden when con^leted will stand unique
not only for thé unusual educati->na l opportanitles whloh it offers
but also for Its attractive landsca-o e design an a général beauty.

May I conclude by sugptesting that we meet more fre:/.uently
and niore regularly then we hâve during thé last few months so that
ail that goes on can be disoussed frcm day to day and misunderstandings
can be avoided. I f you will nati e an hour which 1s convenient to you



I shall be glad to corne to thé TJniveraity every day or every
second day as you wlsh, or If you can tirn e your visita to thé
perden to a deflnlte hour I can make It a point to be In my
office then and be at your disposai.

Pernlt -n e to remain,

Very respectfully yours,

H. Teuscher
Superintendent and

Chief lîorticulturist.


