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- 'Ive
;you

Dear Dr.Vlctorln : î ^
I wleh to thank you again for thé onnortunity . 2

you gave me to see thé site of your botanlcal garden an< 1 thé start you 5
hâve made. Ail thla looked very nroalslng and honeful,and It was ex-
tremely Intereetlng for .ie.l t does seem, indeed,a;; If thé city had cou- * *
mitted Itself considère, bly by nermittlng yo- i to go as far as you did,
and I t should be almost Impossible for them to back out anymore.
I was rather sorry that thé clty officiais to whom you had intended to
introduce :ne , could not corne,but,nerhans,I t was better after ail that
they did not corne.The y mlght hâve been unfavorably lnroresse d by my In-
ablllty to understand your Canadlan French.Perhans,you do not llke me
to say so,but I t serrae d to .-n e that your nronounclatlon and waya of sneech
dlffered rnarkertl y from thé ^arislan French.Only 2days after I came to
France,sone five years ago,I attended a meeting of thé société horticul-
ture de France,and I had no dlfflculty to understand wha t they were
talklng about.whlle more than four-flfth of your conversation was lost
unon me. It is very much thé rame,if you go to England sneaking an Ameri-
can English.You will.at flrst,flnd I t dlfflcult to make yourself under-
stood as well as to understand.Kowever,it 1s only a matter of a few days,
untll your ear gete accustomed to thé différence in Sound,after whlch you
are allrlght.I shall make a serlous effort now to brush un my French,and,
when I corne ut > to Montréal to stay, I shall taî:e a roorn wlth a French Ca-
nadlan famlly where I hâve to soeak French ani s'iall take lessons be-
sldes.I am sure that wlthln a very few wecks I shall then be able to
converse in French wlth anybody.
v.'e did not get as rauch of a chance to talk quletly toçether about thé
->roblems of thé garden as I had hor>e d we mlght.Stlll, T got a few very
Imnortant nolnts fror a you like,for Instance,that thé oublie road whlch
would hâve eut thé garden In two halves can,nrobably,be avoidett; that
thé garden wlll hâve to sur>n! y niant material for lecture cources and
schools; and that you are in favor of devotlng thé garden malnly to thé
éducation of thé oublie and not almost excluclvely to thc sclentlfic
ejtijdy of olants as hac been thé custora heretofore. Ac t o thé latter nolnt
I had Intended toVan outllne of thé orlncio«ls accordlng to whlch,ae I
belleve,a modem botanlcal garden should be laid out,and whlch wlll -iro -
bably aooear as an article in thé magazine llnarks 9 & Récréation". This
article le based on thé outllne of a nro<$ra:n which I aent you i n thé
early suuiuier,bu t It goes more Into détails.I am enclosing a co^y of It
In thle letter, since I belleve- that It wlll Intereet you. "erhaos, that
you can use oarts of it In your nronaganda drive.',7'uen «lie » develon^ent of
t':ie ^ardeu ô^tc under way,and as ooon ac thé maos are deslgnecl.w e can,
oerhaoe,oublich a namnhlet along thèse lines,lllustratlng It wlth sorae
of thé mans and wlth Born e oersoeotlve drawlngs of what certain oarta will
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look llke whcn they are f lr.lshed.£o::ie-.hlng ll!<e that alght be very
helnful In etlrrln;; u*t '.videsnre Inte^ee t In your orojcct.
'"Ithln two yeare ^r :o after work on thé garden has been started,we
could c '  -<ublL c lecture coureee ~n thé fundamentale of
gardenlng whlch could c  r c d very Instructive b y uslng thé con-
struction work under way as Illustration .
°ubllc Information on *>lants and thelr treatment In hduse and garden
can,of course,be dlssemlnated as eoon as I hâve eetabllshed myself In
thé oavillon.''erhans that so.u e of thé more genorally Interestlng ans-
werp whlch we slve can from tlme to tlme be nubllahcd I n soin e news-
na^er to cultlvate nubile sentiment In fnvor of thé garden .
I was ratht-r sorry that v.- c could not diseuse raore fxilly thé outllne of
n budget whlch I gave you. "e were both tlred fro; a a 1-̂ : ; ̂ r.y wher . we
fInr 1 : . e to It.You se rmed to b e soraewha t dlsanrx)lnted that T  ha rî no t
allowed for lor e laborcrs, and, anijarcr.tly.you e'nuld r iavc -«refe^ef l to lenve
O'it Pome of thé other Items whlch I had mentloned."aturally, 11 1s very
:Ufflcult for ne to work out a ul-e t wlthout havlng flret a thorough
underrtandlng or. thc natter wlth you.T shoul. gon e more Into de-
tallc on "onday r. ' *  . out I  could oee that you wer e tlred fand I  was ver y
tlred ::yself.
ly ool *  '  E :  I do belleve that for thé flrst r>renaratlone 1 2 men
are sufflclent.lt would not do to start rlght off wlth a 'jl g force.After
a month or so we can,of course, tolce on raore men by and by; for ray saké
as raany as 103 or even raore, If we can afford t'iem.Thls,however,woul d not
be a minimum force anyaiore for whlch you had asked.The minimum force wlth
whlch we could make slow but steady oro^rese would be 1 ? men.
One of thé flrst men v; e ehall need w e start ls a nrona^ator for whom
we should cact a bout as soon as T ,;et to 'ïontréal.Tf you can emnloy
for Tanuar y l.,o r Ip.teet Febrnary 1., T would su^^Rt to brl r _ : v;lt h m e
cuttlnga of several hund^e d varletles o f -.liante and a gréât many seeds
whlch we could r.tar t In thé greenhouse. Tt would ta*e me only 3 or A days
to gather thèse cuttlr.;$0,and they would glve us one years start over next
wlnter. "'esldee, now T am hère anyhow; next wlnter It would cost us a sneclal
trio. ' e shall hâve to do a gréât dea l ^f ->roi a :atlng, esoeclally durlng
thé flrst few yeare,so that a comnetent and efflc'ent -rooa^ato r ls of '
greatest Importance./n Incompétent orona^ator l e a very serlous handlcao.
The oe^ t na n wc can flnd l s Juc t barely good enough.Of course,! do ho->e
that we can flnd a eultable man In Montréal,but,If we can not,we should
not '-lesltat e to get one fro m so .e other Canadien clty.A gardeners soclet y
whlch,undoubtedly,you hâve also In Canada wlll,nrobably,be our best bet.
French gardeners are frequently excellent nronagatora,an d you need not
fear that I ralght try to brlng In German: or Engllehraen whlch mlght be
o-or -Tollcy.Of course, r nrefer to be able to disregard natlonallty and
to look only fo r e f flclenty, b it i n thls case It aigri t b e wleer t• • glve
oreference to a french.-nan, If we ever nosslbly can .
Then we need an Intelligent gardener who knows enough about ulant names
to be able to take charge of thé labellng and record denartment.Such a
man ehould not be dlfflcult to flnd,slnce he need not hâve had *>revlous
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exnerlence In thls nartlcular kLnd of work and I can train hlr a qulckly,
If he 1s only Intelligent enough. Thle man need not be taken onfuntll
thé niants arrive frorn thé 3oyce Thomnson Arboret'im, whlch would be In
Anrll.and untll that tlme we need hardly anybody elee outslde of thé
nronagator whom I would eu^geet to eraol^y as eoon as nosslble.
Tfntll thé ground o-iens un I n thé enrlng T shall be occunled raalnly
wlt'i thé deslgnlng of thé oians,and,of courte, I do not need a steno-
granher,untll there 1s enough v.or k for ore. ^
TTndoubtedly,you reallze that It wlll hardly/noeslble for me to finish
ail thé mans for thé whole garden wlthln thé tlin e from Tan.l . to Anr.1..
I could design a nark In that tlme but not a botanlcal garden.There
are too many Important détails whlch hâve to be carefully consldered,
as that I could rush thèse designs so much.Beeldes,I shall want to
nake some Investigation: on thé comnosltlon of thé soll ail over thé
garden,before I draw th é final maos.and such Investigations I can not
make In thé wlr.ter.'îowever, I exne^t to be abl^. to make a général man
and to work out at least those of thé détails whlch we need for thé
construction work of thé flrst eummer.If you are In a oartlcular hurry
to set more of thé ruans done as qulckly as nosslble, v;e could emnloy
one or two draftsmen who could draw from ;n y sketches.3ut I doubt that
such an addltlonal ex^ense v.-oul d b e warranted.
As soon as oneratlons can be started In thé garden, we need a fore:aan
who should hâve had sorn e exner1ence In thls klrd of construction work,
can read a man,and can handle :nen.Suc h a man should also not be dlffl-
cult to flnd.
Then we need a flreman to tend thé furnaceta janltor ,or ^erhans a
woaan who co^es every day for a few hours to keen thé building clean,
and nrobably a nl^ht watchûian.
To helri thé ^rona3ator In thé nursery and greenhousefl and to asslst
thé foreman In thé orenaratlon of thé ground etc. T su.̂ ested to em-
nloy for thé start at least two tralned ^ardeners.'erha^s,tnat for thé
flrst year we could ;e t along wlth one,but two would he better.
Thls 1s thé skeleton staff. The ot'ier Items are, > f course,also onen fo r
discussion.The sarne holds true hère as wlth th^ laborers.If we can get
enough funds to emnloy a steara shovel and eevrral tractors.we can nro-
ceed much faster,but we can make headway also wlth thé exnendlture for
whlch I allowed.Certalnly,It would be much better to hâve a budget of
$ 7Ŝ Ô  as you sug^eeted, but with $ 500̂  we could -nak e a startt.
As to a seedexchan^e I could nake a start wlth that rlght now.I recelved
a eunnly of seeds of some rare and lnter < stlng shrubs whlch I Intend to
dlstrlb'ite to some of Ti y most falthful coreennndents abroad.Tn retur n
I can get at least thé seedexchan^ellsts from Berlin,"unlch and Conen-
hagen,oerhans also ^arls^hlch outslde ~ f Kew,Edlnburgh and Dublin are
thé best In Eurone.'.Ve could get a gréât many seeds of Interestlng niants
from thèse ^ardens. The Engllsh gardens I car. not temot wlth thé seeds
whlch I hâve now,buttl am sure,that by next fall I shall hâve some seeds
whlch also they wlll be glad to get.Naturally,I do :rt llke to ask any-
body for seeds,untll you are sure that you can start wlth your garden,
o,nlease,let me know as soon as nosslble. Ver y slncerely yours


