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Frère Marle-Vlctorl n
Directeur de l'institut botanique
'Tnlverslté de Montréal
12*î5 Rue Salnt-Denla
Montréal,Canada

Jun« 17 . 1935

Dear Professe r Vlctorl n :

I recelve d you r lette r o f Tun e 14 . and
hasten t o glv e yo u th é Informatio n whlc h yo u deelre .
In deslgnln s th é généra l oia p I  hâv e consldere d th é rtosslblllt y
that ti e garde n inlgh t hâv e t o b e develooe d I n eevera l stages ,
yet orovid e a  aervlceabl e uni t a t eac h stage .
If yo u no w conslde r t o fenc e par t o f th é garde n an d hâv e a t you r
disposai $  I5.^^,iûos t -> f whlc h ca n b e exoende d fo r th é fence ,
I bellev e tha t th é wlses t thln g woul d b e t o fenc e rlgh t awa y a
large enoug h are a -  ea y 3 0 or 5 0 acres -  t o allo w fo r th é flrs t
stage o f develoiinent .
You may,o f course,conslde r t o bull d rlgh t awn y a  oermanen t fenc e
along Sherbrook e ^n d "°l e X.avenue s an d hâv e a  temoorar y fenc e
only alon g th é back ; bu t th é mor e I  t-iln k o f tha t th é les s I  llk e
1t. S o fa r w e hâv e no t agree d deflnltl y o n th é tyo e o f lay-ou t
In fron t o f th é building.Th e locatio n o f th é gâté e deœnds.o f
course,on th é locatio n o f t-i e roads,whlc h o n oape r I  ca n fl x onl y
aooroxlmately.lesldes,I remembe r dlstlnctl y th é larç e hean s o f
soll alon g th é boundar y o f you r land.T o ou t th é rené e wher e
eventualiy I  hor> e t o hâv e I t wlll , certalnly, Involve th é movemen t
of som e soll.I f tia t 1 s no t don t unde r exner t sunervlslon,I t mlgh t
entall a  gréâ t dea l o f unnecessar y wor k late r on .
Therefore,conslderlng everythlng, I bellev e tha t th é bes t yo u can
do a t th é nreaen t tlm e 1 s t o bull d a  temporar y fence,bu t bull d I t
of suc h materla l an d I n suc h a  fashlo n tha t yo u can us e I t agal n
In th é constructio n o f th é oermanen t fenc e late r on .

The tyo e o f fenc e whlc h I  hâv e I n raln d l a ?ln . wlr e mee h
of heavy-wel&ht.Aalvanlae d wlre,relnforced . wlt h salvanlze d to o
anobôttôm rail.A t th é to o I t ahoul d hâv e a n Inwar d ben t euooor t
carrylng thre e strand s o f barbe d wlre,t o discourag e oeonl e fro m
cll.oblng over.Th e galvanlze d stee l ooet a whlc h mus t b e se t I n
concrète ehoul d b e abou t lift . aoart.Th e whol e fence,Includin g
thé barbe d wlre,shoul d hâv e a  helgh t o f 7ft .
Thls tyo e o f fenc e woul d cos t abou t $  1.^ 1 pe r foo t o r aooroxlraatel y
•î 650 0 fo r 54-0 1 ft,enclosln g sllghtl y ove r 3 0 acres(se e th é Inte -
ruoted blac k Un e o n m y sketsh).I t woul d cos t î  799 0 fo r ^60 0 ft ,
èncloslng somewha t ove r 4 0 acre s (se e th é blu e Un e o n m y sketch).
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Thle l e a maximum nrlse whlch should Include one or two gâtes.You
may bc able to get thé fence for eomewhat lèse,but should not nay
more.Llghter welght wlre meah la cheaner.of course,but I advlse you
to inalat on thé heavy welght.
For a nermanenl encloeure I  should aet thls fence on ton of a low
wall bullt of roughly hewn stones and replace thé steel posta wlth
pLllars bullt of thé aame atone and bearlng a square etone on top
(not cernent nlllars whlch are ugly.and no fancy 3lobes or slmllar
"ornaments" on ton)3uch a fence looks very good and 1s extremely
durable and safe.
As aoon as thé nermanent location of thé fence 1 s agreed upon,w e
can bulld thé st^ne wall and nill.ar s and move thé old fence over
In sections.No raaterlal wlll b e wasted.
The eettlng up of thé fence 1s not Included i n thé prlce whlch I
quoted above,but If you let thé comnany do It frooi whlch you buy
thé fence, It should not cost you more then a few hundred dollars
extra.
I ahould locate thé temporary fence juet outslde of thé heaned up
soll where It a baae can be level wlth thé eldewalk.Thls wlll pro-
bably leave abo it flfteen feet or sllgntly uior e between fence and
curb. Fventu&lly I hone to hâve 30 ft between fence and curb to
allow araole room for a atrln of green wlth shade trees and a wlde
eldewalk.However,thls wlll surely necesaltate thé movin • of a good
deal of soll,and for thé présent I5-2 O ft betwe*n fenc e n d curb
hâve to suffloe.
The flrst unit of thé garden as I hâve olanned It on my mao(cen-
terlng around thé administration building and comnrlslng from 30
to S*1 acres would be qulte a nlce llttle botanlc 1! garden I n Itaelf.
Thls oart of thé garden would at any rate be thé one raoat Intenalvely
<uider cultlvatlon,slnce,In order to slmnllfy maintenance and suoer-
vlslon.most of thé seoarate gardens featurlng varlous cllsolays are
located on in y raap In thé Immédiate vlclnlty of thé nuraery.
It would contaln : An annual flower ^arden,perennlal gardene,écono-
mie garden,spécial dlsplay of irnamenta l shruba.water and bog garden,
a temporary wlld flower garden and a temporary taxonomlc garden.
The last two woul d later be tranaferrcd to other sections and thé
olace they would vacate would be used as a breedind and testlng fleld.
Besldee theae gardena thé flrat unit would provide amnle nursery aoace
for thé ralslng of thé niants needed for fie extentlon of thé garden.

At thé next stage of extentlon ray map nrovldes for
ecologlcal grouos,dlsnlaylng In ^artlcular North American and espe-
cially Canadlan native niante In natural settlng , soiaewhat llke thé
admirable grouns at thé Berlin 3otanlcal Garden.Furthermore a rock-
garden,médicinal garden,tihrub collection and fie beglnnlng of an
arboretum.
?laygrounds,nlcnlc ground and chlldren's gardens wlll be left to thé
last étage,so fiât we can dangle thèse oartlcularly oonular features
before thé nubile as thé candy they wlll get after they hâve eaten
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their splnach.

If In thé directions which I hâve attemnted to glve you In t'ila
letterfthere la aogrt&lng whlch la not oerfe^tly olear, ileaae,
wrlte ia e again. I ahall alwaya endeavor to anawer you Immedlately.

Naturallyf I am dellghted wlth yo ir revived ont 1ml s me, and
I wlsh you thé very beet of luck. On thé chance that you might
be able to uake a atart thts year I hâve gathered durln^ thé laat
six monthe over 1500 nackagea of eeeds from ail narts of thé world.
Thèse seeda are at your disposai.

Durlng thé second nart of Tul y I Intend to take part of
ay vacation but do not expect to leave hoiae.In cnse you wlsh to
corne to New York durlng t'nat tlme, nlease, wrlte me a note to my
home addreae : l̂ o Truinan Ave.(NeDera "ark-Yonkere.New York,
two days In advance of your comlng and I shall not fall to be
hère at thé ^arden to meet you.

Wlth klndest regards and beat wlshes

I beg to remaln

falthfull^ yours

H.Teuacher

P. S. I notice that I forgot to mention thé location of thé gâtes.
Eventually there wlll be a nedeatrlans entrance on t ie corner and
one main trafflc entrance and trafflc exlt on thé two aides of thé
triangle. A t thé nresent.lf I remember rlght, thèse olaces are qui te
lnaccesslblethowever.I b»lleve,that for fie tl.ae belng It wlll be
moat convenlent to nut a gâte In thé temporary fence where thé
avenue entere now and a aecond gâte In thé back where thé avenue
leave s.
If you llke thé Idea of building a temporary fence whlch later can
be ueed I n thé construction of thé permanent fencefyou may also con-
slder to make thé temporary fenc e only 6 ft.hlgh.^hle would coet
eomewhat leae and nermlt you to fence a sllghtly larger area.For thé
tlme belng thé 6 ft fence would serve, and, when It later le eet on a
1 ft.ston e wall,l t would stlll be 7 ft hlgh.The nroportlone of thé
6 ft. fence on thé 1 ft.wall would be better.

H. T.


