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Dear Professzor Tictorin @

I recelved yesterday the new man which you
gent me,and T am havpy to say that_I am very much pleased with 1t.
I agree with this design in general nrincinie which 18 all that 1s
needed for the time being.The detalls in which my concention differs
you will nercelve readily by comvaring my sketches with Mr, Kerouaks
map. For instance,l believe that Mr Kerouak stlll has too much road-
surface in the foreground,and I rather dislike the right-angled pnaths
around the building,but that 1s insignificant.It simnly takes two,the
builder and the planter,to make a satisfactory design of this kind;and
Mr.Xerounaks deeign still shows too much the bullder only.However that
does not worry me any more.I know Mr.Kerouak now,I have full confidence
in his abllity as an architekt - his design of the navillon 18 very
good -,and I belleve that we would make an excellent team.We both can
gee the others noint of view and are both ready to learn from the others
gspecial exverlence which 18 the sonirit that leads to success.I am sure
that the three af us would be able to make a real success of thls 3o-
tanical Garden,i1f we could only get our hands on 1it.
I was very glad to read in your letter that you intend to plough un the
nursery.That 18 a very good and imnortant thing to do.If at all possible,
get some horsemanure,only a few loads,and have it spread thinly over the
ground before it 1is nloughed.That would do wonders to the soil.After
ploughing do not harrow but leave it in the rough over winter.The action
of the frost will break un the sods better tian any harrowing could.Tn
the soring the nursery can be nloughed agaln and harrowed and will then
be in nerfect shane for use.
As to the leafmould I should advice you to nroceed as follows.Have the
men gather the leaves as soon as they are all down from the trees and
have them take them to a sultable smot somewhere in the vicinity of the
first greenhouse which is to be bullt.There they should stake out a
square,about A%9 or 7x19 ft. and on that base snread a layer of leaves
abont 1ft.thick.On this a thin layer of tonsoll 1s snread,about icm or
at the most 2cm.thick,and then the whole 1s trampmed down as tight as 1t
will go.Then comes again a layer of leaves about 1ft.thick,covered by a
thin layer of tonsoll,and again thls is trammed down.This 1s continued,
until the whole nile,which should taver slightly towarde the top,1s
abont 4ft.high.Then the whole nile should be covered with about 3in.of
good soill. Top soll may be galned by skimming off the sod which covers
the surface and using the soll immediately beneath.This 801l should be
as free from stones as nossible,and,if 1t 18 very stony,l1t would be ad-
vigsable to tirow 1t through a screen. 3 or 4 such pnlles of leaves are
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better than one,since youn will want to have lots of leafmould on hand

when you start to lay out your garden,and you can not nossibly have too
much, but, of course,one nile is better than nothing.Thie leafmould should
be turned over three times next year : once in the soring,once in the
summer,and once ln the fall,after which you can start to use 1t.It will

be at 1t8 beet in 2-3 years from now,which explains why I suggzest to get

as much of 1t started now as you n ssibly can.

Another kind of soll which I should also advice you very strongly to nre-
nare now,lf you have any men that can be nut to work on it,is eod-soil.
Thie 18 prenarcd in the followlng manner : Sods are cut out in squares,
about the slze of the blade of a snade or slightly larger,and about 2-3 in,
thick,that 18 with as much soll on them as they will hold.referably these
sods,slnce they remove some of the most fertile eoll,ehonuld be cut in nla-
ces whlich are not to be used for pnlanting later on.For instance,where the
greenhouse 18 to be erected or from future roadbeds.™e best soll !g ob-
talned from these sods,if they can be set np together with manure,nrefe-
rably cow-manure.3ut,if cow manure le& not obtainable - not more than 3 or

4 cuglc yards would De needed - or If horse manure can be had much cheaner
and easler, take horse manure and oroceed as follows : A sultable svot
should be selected where the nlle may remaln for a few years withont being
in the way,and where it 1is convenlently near for use,that i& in the next
vieinlty of the greenhouse or nursery. Again a square of about 7 & 10 ft.
1s staked out,and the firet layer of sode 1s lald out as close as they

will go and with the tops un.The next layer on ton of that is nlaced with
the tons down and the roots un.Then comes a layer »f manure not more than

! inch thick.Then again a layer of sods with the tone un,a layer of sods
with the tons down and the roots un,and again a layer »f manure. So on
until the olle i1s 5 or A ft.high,slightly tavering towards the ton. A layer
of sods with the roote un closes the nile.

If you can not get any manure,or 1f the manure !'d too expensive,have some
gode set un without manure; or have at least one nile set un with manure
and 2-3 without.This sodsoll ie indisvencable for the growing of nlants

in vots.Tt will cost you little to nremare 1t now,but it is very exvensive,
when you have to buy it.This sodsoll also will have to be turned over three
times next year and will be rive at the same time as the leafmould.
Now,nlease,do not think that I haro on these solls,because I overestimate
thelr imvortance. Good solls are the basesof all success in nlant growing,
and you have no 1dea how many efficlent gardeners fall with the cultiva-
tion of nlante because their oredeceesors did not nrovide for dultable soil
while 't was time.You have to nrevare these solls a long time in advance

or find yourself witiout them when you need them. Besides,T understood from
Mr.Kerouak that you have & few men on the nlace who do not have very much
to do,but whom you hold &0 as not to lncrease the number o»f unemnlnyed.
Here 18 something of great lmportance which they can do now,which should be
done anyhow,but for which time can hardly be snared in the snring in case
you should by then be ready to start with the laying out of the garden.
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Even in case your whole Sotanlical “arden escheme should fall through yet,
-which,of course,we all hone will not hanven- the setting un of these
solls will not be a lost motion.Any gardener in Montreal would be glad
to buy these solle at a good nrice,if you find that you can not use it
yourself.
Another thing which,I am sure,you will want to have in the snring ready
for use - which means that 't shoi1ld be nrenared now - 18 a cold frame
or rather several ccld frames,which you will need the more urgently,if
you do not bulld a greenhouse now. For instance,if you do get in soring
the 10700 plants from the Zoyce Thomnson Arboretum,which I certainly
hone you will get,you will need for them at least a cold frame in which
to keev them,until they can be planted out.Also for a first start with
the orovagation of vlants from seeds and cuttings a cold frame 18 indils-
vensible.The best type of cold frame,which eventually at least you will
surely want to have,ls made of concrete,but 1f you fear that that would
be too exnensive under the oresent circumstances,have at least one tem-
norary wooden frame nut up which will serve until it can be renliced by
a more vermanent structure..Il shall be glad to suvply you with detalled
snpecifications for the bullding of a frame,!f you care to consider this
suggestion.
I do hone that you will carry out your intention to come to New York for
a brief vislt and that you wlll come real soon.It would be of such great
lmportance for us to have a real talk now.Letters are dreadfully unsatie-
factory. If possible,try to arrange to have the better nart »f one day
or at leacst one whole afternoon free for me.I should 1like so much to
take you out to the Boyce Thomnson Arboretum where I could demonstrate
to you many imvortant noints.I would show you there also the nlants which
I am trying so hard to nersuade you to take.I know that If you have seen
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them once,you willl not reset,until you have them in MNontreal.

Very sincerely yours P+ ] lgAau&rux~¢r1___

H. Teuecher
170 Truman Ave.
Nevera ™ark,N.Y.



