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Dear ?rof •  Tlstorln :

I recelved yeeterday th é n*w man *hlch you
sent ine.aad T anp y to r. f  ̂thst I : '  '  Vi 1t.
I agrée wlth th's design !. n général nrlnclnle whlch l a ail that 1s
neeaed for thé tlme belng.The détails In whlch ray conceotlon différa
you wlll nercelve readlly by corooarlng my sketches wlth Vr.Kerouaks
mat). Fo r Instance, I belleve that Mr Kerouak etlll haa too much road-
surface In thé foreground,and I rather dlsllke thé rlght angled nathe
around thé building,but that la lnslgnlflcant.lt slnnly takes two.the
bullder and thé olanter,to make a satlafactory design of thle klnd;and
Mr.KerouakB design stlll shows too much thé trillder only.'îowever that
does not worry ae any more.I know %!r.Kerouak now, I hâve full confidence
In hla ablllty as an archltekt -  hla design of thé navlllon 1s very
good -,and I belleve that we would make an excellent team.We both can
aee thé othern oolnt of vlew and are both ready to learn frora thé othera
soeclal exnerience whlch 1s thé solrlt that leads to succese.r am sure
that thé three af us would be able to make a real success of thla 3o-
tanlcal 3-arden,lf we could only ge t o-i r hands on 1t.
I was very glad to read In your letter that you Intend to nlough un thé
nursery.That l a a very good and Important thlng to do.If at ail oosalble
<$et ao:a e horsemanure,only a few loade.and Hâve It anread thlnly over thé
ground before It 1s nloughed.That would do wonders to thé soll.After
nliughlng do not harrow but leavc It In thé rough over wlnter.The action
of thé frost wlll break ur > thé sods better t lan any harrowlng could. Tn
thé snrlng thé nursery can be nloughed agaln and harrowed and wlll then
be In nerfect shane for use.
As to thé leafmould l  should advlce you to iroceed as followe.Have thé
ien gnther thé leaves as soon as they are ail down from thé treea and
hâve t'iem take t'ner a to a sultable snot somewhere In thé vlclnlty of thé
flrat greenhouse whlch ls to be bullt.There they should stake out a
square, about 6*9 or 7xi"i ft. and on that base snread a layer of Teaves
about 1ft.thlck.0n thls a thln layer of tooeoll ls anread,about icr a or
at thé most 2cm.thlck,and then thé whole ls tramned down as tlght as It
wlll go.Than co.nes agaln a layer of leaves a'x>ut I f t. thlck, covered by a
thln layer of tonaoll,and agaln thls la tramne d down.Thls 1s contlnued,
untll thé whole nlle,whlch ahould tar>er sllghtly towarda thé ton,ls
about 4ft.hlgh.Then thé whole nlle should be covered wlth about 31n.of
good eoll. Too soll nay be galned b y aklnunlng off thé sod whlch covers
thé surface and uslng thé soll lumedlately beneath.Thls soll should be
aa free from atones as oosslble,and,If I t l a very stony.lt would be ad-
vlaable to t irow It through a acreen. 3 or  ̂such olles ^f leaves are
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better than one,slnce you wlll want to hâve lots of leafmould on hand
when you start to lay o-i t y^-i r gardentand you can not nosslbly hâve too
ranch,but, of course,one nlle is better then nothlng.Thls leafmould shoul d
be turned over three tlrae s next year :  once in thé soring,once In thé
suromer,and once in thé fall,aftcr which you can start to use it.lt wili
be at i t,s best, In 2-3 yeare from now,which exolains vrh y I sû est to get
as much of it started now aa y >u n s^lbly can.
Another klnd of soil which T should also advice you very strongly t o nre-
nare now, if you h^ve any men that ~an be iut to work on it,is eod-soll.
Thls 1s prenared in thé following manner :  -  ode are eut out in squares,
about thé elz^ of thé blade of a snade or slightly larger.and about ?-3 In.
thlck.that is wlth as much soll on them as they wlll hold.Teferably thèse
sods,slnce they remove some of thé most fertile soil,should be eut in nla-
ces which are not to be used for nlantlng later on.For instance,where thé
greenhousp 1s to be erected or from future roadbeds. "'he best eoll \B  ob-
tained from thèse sod;,if they can be set -m together wlth manure,nrefe-
rably cow-manure.^it, If cow manure l £ not obtainable •  no t more thar. 3 or
4 cubic yards would be needed - or if horte manure can be had much cheaner
and easïer, take horse manure and nroceed as follows : A euitable snot
should be eelectec. where thé nlle may re:ualn for a few years wlthout belng
In thé way,and where 1t.l e conveniently near for use,that 1s in thé next
vlclnlty of thé greenhouse or nursery. Again a square of about 7 t n ft.
le etaked out,and thé flret layer of soàs 1s laid out as close as they
wlll go and wlth thé tons un.The next layer on too of that is nlaced with
thé tons down and thé roots uo.Then corne s a layer of manure not more than
1 Inc h thick.Then agaln a layer o f eods wlth thé tons unfa layer of sods
wlth thé tons down and fie roots un.and a^aln a layer -s f manure. So on
untll thé nlle is  ̂or 6 ft.high,slightly tanerlng towarde thé ton. A layer
of sods with thé roots un closes thé nlle.
If you can not get any uanure,or if thé nianure lé too exnenslve,have some
sods set un wlthout manure; or hâve at least one nile set un wlth manure
and '-3 wlthout.This sodsoll 1s indlsnen. able for tie growing of niants
in nots.Tt wlll cost you llttle to nrer>are It now, but it J. s very exnenslve,
when you hâve to buy 1t.Thls sodsoll aleo will hâve to be turned over three
tlmes next year and will be rlne at thé same tl:ae as thé leafmould .
Now,nlease,do not thlnk that I harn on theec soile,becaus e I ovcrestimate
thelr imnortance. jood soils are thé bas«sof ail suc^e;s I n niant growlng,
and you hâve no idea how many efficient gardenero fall wlth thé cultlva-
tlon of ^lants because thelr nredecessore dld not nrovlde for auitable soil
while ' t was tlrne.You hâve to nrenare thèse soi! s a long tlm e in advance
or flnd yourself wltiout them when you need them. Beeides,T uncfceretood from
"r.Kerouak that you hâve a few men on thé oiac e who do not hâve very much
to do, but who:- , you holà so as not to increase thé number of unemnloyed.
Hère i s something of gréât Imnortanc e which they can do now,which should be
done anyhow,but for which tira e can hardly be snared I n thé snrlng In case
you should by then be ready to start with thé laylng out of thé garden.
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Even In case your whole Botanlcal 3-arden scheme should fall through yet,
•whlch,of courbe,we ail ho-^e wlll not iannen - thé settlng un of thèse
solls wlll not be a lost motion.Any gardener I n ï.'ontreal would be glad
to buy thèse solle at a good nrlce,lf you flnd that you can not use It
yourself.
Another "hlng whlch,! an sure,you wlll want to hâve In thé snrlng ready
for use - whlch means t :at 't sho'ld be ^renared now - le a cold frame
or rather several cold framée,whlch you wlll r.eed th é more urgently.lf
you do not bulld a greenhouse now. For Instance,If you do get In e-irlng
thé 10̂ 00 niants from thé ?oyce ^homnson Arboretum,whlch I certalnly
hone you wlll get,you wlll need for them at least a cold frame In whlch
to keer> them,untll they cun o e planted out.Aleo for a flrst etart wlth
thé nronagatlon of niants from *eeàe and cuttlngs a cold frame I s Indls-
nenslble.The best tyoe of cold frame,whlch eventually at least you wlll
eurely want to have,ls made of concrète,but i f you fear t'ia t that woul d
be too ex^enslve under thé oresent clrcuoistances,hâve at least one tem-
norary wooden frame nut un whlch wlll serve untll I t can bc rcnl .ced by
a more oermanent structure».! ehall be glad to suooly you wlth detalled
oneclflcatlons for thé building of a frame,If you care to conslder thls
suggestion.
I do hone that you wlll carry out your Intention to corne to Mew York for
a brlef vlslt and t'.ia t you wlll corn e real soon.Tt would be of such gréât
Imoortance for ue to hâve a real talk now.Letters are dreadfully unsatlf-
factory. If nosslblr,try to arrange to hâve thé better ̂ art -i f one day
or at lea:t one whole afternoon free for me.l should llk c s o rauch to
take you out to thé 3oyce Thomnson Arboretum where I could demonstrate
to you rnan y lanortant nolnts.I would show you there aleo thé niants whlch
I am trylng eo hard to nersuade you to take.I know t'nat I f you hâve seen
them once,you wlll not rest,untll you hâve them In "ontreal.

Very elncerel y yours

Teuecher
Truman Ave.

Neoera ^ark,N.Y,


