|

Frére Marie-Victorin

directeur de 1'Institut Botanique Aug. 13,1932 {
nivereité de Montréal

Dear Professor Victorin :

I recelved your letter of Aug. 10.and,
of course,I shall be glad to meet Mr.Kivouac when he comes to
New York,and I shall be haonpy to nresent to him wmy »noint of
view. £t111,I maintain that it would be much better,if I could !
come to Montreal,even,if 1t was only for a day or two.\y ex-
penses could not possibly amount to much,and,I am sure,that would®"
gerve in the best way the interests of your garden. =
The deeign which T have made for the corner in front of the buil-=
ding 1s still in pencil,And I hesitate to put it in ink,since it
can be nothing but tentative,untll I have seen your grounds and
have had a talk with yon.I remembered that you told me,that you .+
would like to see a water-and bog-garden in front of the bullding, -
so I followed this suggestion.The design 18 strictly formal,at least
in its center-oortion,and it would,I am sure,prove to be not only ™
very attractive and instructive but also thoroughly oractical.
Naturally,the building of all the basins would be exnensive.B3ut the
design 1s of such a nature that you could develon it gradually.

You could start with the grading and terracing and need not build
any basins at all right away,1f you can not afford them. Tust treat
the whhle thing as a flowergarden for a few years,until you have
money to spare to bulld the basines.Then bulld as many as you can,
every year a few,.

I have of late given much thought to the problem of the develonment
of your garden,and I have reached the following conclusions.

I know that you have never wanted me to do anything without nay

and that on the other hand I have actually implored you frequently
to let me help you.I am hungry for actlon,and your wonderful pro-
Ject intrigues me so much,that I should really be glad to lay out
your whole garden on my own expense,if I could afford such a thing.
The matter 18 only that I can not afford it,and that I really could
use very well a few extra dollars.It seems to me that it would be
much better for both of us,if we could somehow come to some kind

of a businesgs agreement on the whole matter.

The deeign to the corner in front of the bullding I should be glad
to glve to you under two conditions.Firstly that you give me a
chance to see your grounds and to make sure that my design 1s really
what you want.If any changee are deslred, shall be glad to change
my plan,until it sults you.You need not pay me a salary when I come
un there for a day or two, Just refund my exnenses for rallroadfare
and board.Secondly that when you lay out my nlan, you will credlt

me with 1te authorshln.No changes must be made on 1t later on
without my knowledge and consent.I would zive you thls design not
out of the goodness of my heart but as a samnle of the work which

I can do,in the hone that 1t will serve as an argument in favor of
my employment.If 1t does not,1t need not.I will take that chance.
And,if you lay out my design,I can at least refer to it as a plece

of my work.
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As to a design for the rest of the garden,I should be very glad,
indeed, to work out until soring as well a general man for the
grounds as detalled mans for the various gardens,entirely on my
owvn time and without exnense to you,nrovided that flrstly you
give me a chance to see your grounds for at least one day and
secondly that you glve me a reasonable assurance that elther I
will be employed to lay out the garden or that you wlll vpay me

for my work at the same rate as you would have to pay any other
landscanearchitekt.Without such an assurance I feel that I should
not do 1t.

I do hone that you will not misunderstand me,Dr.Victorin, because

I really value your friendshin higher than I can say.How easy would
1t be to talk all this over,if we could meet only once.On paver it
gsounds so cold and matter of fact,and you can not see how much it
has cost me to out 1t down at all.But I felt that | had to do 1t.

Honlng to near 1roum you
L am,as aiways

IaitvaiuLLy yours

H. ‘reuscner
170 Truman Ave.
Nevera vark,New York



