BOTANICAL GARDENS FROM ROOF OF

In front of the administration building, in the formal annuals
garden, will soon be in operation the preitiest of cascades, water
trickling down a series of steps from pool to pool, while, at the
very bottom, though, not connected with it will be a basin, con-
taining a fountain.

Tﬁe main entrance-path winds around the central basin, and
then splits, moving up a couple of small flights of stone steps to
the upper level along side the cascade.

An old-fashioned sun-dial at the foot of the cascade, while
aths lead ouit 1o the side where, on terraces, are further flower-
Eods and lawns.

The whole area is enclosed in an iron fence, with stone pillars
supporting it, and imposing gates every now and then, permitting
easy imi're s and egress of trucks with material, now; and thou-
sandsdo visitors who are expected to come once it s formally |
opened.
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‘RISING. in an area of upwards
of 300 aeres in Maisonneuve
Park, a mile one way by a third
of that distance, the other, is the
fairyland of the Montreal Botanical
Gardens, which, when completed,
will contain, at least: one variety
of almost every known species ol’[
plant or flower, no matter from
what continent. I

Rapidly shaping, are formal
gardens of annual flowers, formal |
gardens of perennials, display
greenhouses, service greenhouses,
service gardens, nurseries, displays
of shrubs, medicinal herbs and
trees, meadowland, Alpine plants
representing each of the major
mountain ranges of the world;
native forests in their natural
state, including the undergrowth;

gardens, water and hog
plants, and an almost unlimited
choice of everything which will
grow either in water or soil.

The area nearest completion is
that at the corner of Pie Boule-
vard and Sherbrooke, where the

ise beds of annuals stand out

ike the geomeltrical pattern of a
rich Oriental rug., Behind that
triangular piece of ground is the
main administration building, in
the process of construction, an H-
shaped affair which will house the
staff and provide for library,
herbarium, lecture, and other
Trooms. ’

Glimpse of Finish

In that nearly-finished triangle,
may be seen a glimpse of what
will come, when the whole huge
project is finished, a project which, '
undér Hon, William Tremblay,
Quebec Minister of Labor, is aid-
ing some 1,200 unemployed find
themselves again,

While major construction is st
under way, the public will onl :
admitted on Sundalys. for there
would only be confusion of one
'sort or another, if visitors were
allowed to roam around at will,

The service greenhouses are
rapidly nearing completion, having
heen added to from the first
establishment four years ;gv:ugmtlé*

there are now no fewer than 18
of them, They are ranged on both
sides of a central passage, which
will connect with the display
eenhouses to be huilt ediate-
y to the rear of the administra-
tion building, so that communicp-
tion, between any one part and
nnof.her. will he a routine matter
in_all weathers. {
Though the public will be allow-
ed to roam at will all over the
whole area, excepting, possihly,
the service greenhouses and a few
nther similar P”i“ no molor cars
will he permitted in the gardens,
proper, in ordinary circumstances.
So there will be no tendency for
visitors to hold plenies in any of
the forest or meadow areas, nor
any difficulties about them using
the same for games, a separate
section is set aside for these pur-
poses. With shade ftrees, tables,
benches and other impediments,
| they will be well suited.

Playground Area

An adjoining playground area,
offering tennl; courts, softball
diamond, soccer field, is approxi-
mately opposite Masson Street.

Varieties of flowers never seen
!here before, are to be on display;
for they have sent to the four
corners of the world for the seed
of new types, sent directly {o the
man or men evolving them. When
these flower and the seed is saved,
then they will be that much fur-
ther ahead, and may, possibly,
evolve some of their own,

The site for the lakes couldn't
have been hetter chosen, for
directly beneath the surface, is
(clay, in large quantities, and of
| sufficient thickness, that there
lis virtually no seepage of water
(from the two pools, and no need

-

for any artificial sealing of the
batto

m.

In the economic garden are he-
in ]gm\w]rn al{ k?: s of :’_d!ble veg:;
tables, including types qu
strange 1o this ’} 3 Whﬂg all
are planted, there wil 465 dif-
ferent varieties. SOn;: ike celery,
have the stalk eaten; others, lik
carrots and turnips, have the roo
as the important part, while,
still others, lomatm,_m{ers and
the like, it is the ‘fr which
counts. f

Set apart in different beds, they
will be separated either by paths,
or by terraces, on different eleva-
tions.

In the orchard, will be the many
different  kinds of fruit-
trees, as well as the bushes com-
ing in that category,

History Lesson

The medicinal garden will furn-
ish a history lesson in addition to
the general geo lical  one
present elsewhere, t it will
be divided into three seclions, in-
cluding the plants and herbs of
the North American Indian when
the white man first arrived; the
kinds used in the Middle Ages,
those which form the moder
rharmacist's source of supply.

Another special section will be
devoted to genetics, showing the
advantages and disadvantages of
heredity, the effects of grafting,
and other treatment of trees,

Even the cld quarry, will not be
wasted, for it will be ulilized as a

ock Farden, with a spiral road cut

0 allow the visitor tn reach

ftom. At wvarious poinis arour
the spiral, gaps will be cut through
the rock wall, allowing a yiew of
tm[ garr]tel_nit: on the per%?ﬂd?': ]t_he
cliff, which, now ndieular,
will be sloped off.

The hills, where the Alpine
flowers will be grown, are rising
rapidly, two being already finish-
ed, and several others are nearing
comletion. so that planting can be
carried out in the near future.

A series of concrete basins, com-
plete, or nearly so, will constitute
the basis of the largest collection
of water and hog plants on the
Continent, if not in the world.
Each basin has its own individuai
drain, all being accessable in a
O Alitien: v  display will

erent system of play wil
be followed here. The surface of
the pools is not much above ground
level, and the path is in a pi
in the concrete, reached by wa
ing down a few steps, so the
basins come up to the waist-level

r thereabouts, avoiding the neces-
sity ot
of the




