
BOTANICAL GARDENS  F  ROM ROOF  OF  MAIN  BUILDING

In front,  o!  thp administration bui l r i inR, in thé fnrmal animais
carden, \v i l l soin bo in opératio n ttie prrttiest of rascades, water
Uickling riow n a  séries of steps from pnol In pool, whilc. nt thé
very bottom, ihnueh, not connccted with H will be a basin, con-
laiiiinR a founlain.

The main enlrance-path \i-inris arnund ;hp central hesin, anr t
'hcn splits. moving HP a couplp of small f l ighis of stone steps to
Ihe uppcr Irvel alortp siric ihe f-ascacit*.

An olri-fashionfri sun-ijial is at thé font; of thé nascarte, \vhi le
paths Ipnd ont In ih<? side whorc, on icrraces. are further flower-
heds nnd lan-ns.



Fairyland of Botanical
Gardens in Préparation
Project Givin g Wor k

To 1/2000
Unemployed

BY DOUGLAS C. CAMPBELL
pISING, in u n area of upwards
•" of 300 acres in Mai?onnr\.ivr
Pari;, a. mile one way by a third
ot iha t . distance, Ihe othpr , is t h é
fa l ry lnnd of thé Montréa l Botanicfll
Gardens, which, whpn completed.
\vill conlain, ut lensl; one variety
of almosl evcry known species ni
plant or flovvpr, no matter from
what continent.

Rapidly shaping, are format
gardens of nnnuf l l flowers, formai ,
gardens of perpnnials, display
greenhouses. service jjrcenhouse*.
service gardons, nurseries, displays
of shrubs, médicinal herhs and
trees, meadowland, Alpin? planls
representing each o£ thé major
moimlain ranges of thé world;
native forçais in their natural
state, ïncluding thé undergrowth;
rock gardcns, waler and hog
plants, and an almost u n l i m i t p d
choice of eyerylhing which will
grow eith»r in water or soil.

The a rpa nearest complet ion is
that at I h e corner of Pie IX Boule-
vard and Sherbrooke, whpre thé
précise brds of annuals stnnd oxit
Hke thp geomelrieal pattern ot a
rieh Oriental rug. Behind thaï
t r i angu la r nièce o£ ground is thé
nîain administrat ion building, in
thé procès? of construction, an H-
snaped affair which will house thé
staff and provide for lihrary,
herbarium, lecture, and other
rooms.

Glimp*». o f rljiis h
In that n^arl j-f inishrrî t r iangle ,

may be seen a glimpse of whai
« M l come. whpn ihe whole hucf
projept is f iniahpd. n project whic'n. '
unrter Hon. Wil l iam Trernhl;iy.
Québec Minister of Labor. is nid-
ing some 1,200 unemployed f inr l
themselves again.

While ma.jor conslruclioti is stillJ
under way, Ihe public will only be
admitted on Sundays, for ihcre
woiikl only he confusion of one
sort or another, if visitors \verc
allowcd to roam around at will.

The service greenhouses are
rapidly nearing complctîon. having
been adderf to from thé first
establishment four years ago u n i i l
there are now no fe\ver îhan J8
of them, They are ranged on both
sides of a central passage, which
will connect ivith thé display
greenhouses to be huil t immediale-
ly to thé rear of thé admimsirn-
tion buildine. so t h a ï commimii'p-
t ion, between any one part and
another, will he a routine mattei
in ail v/eal hors.

Though 1ho public will hc a l lov \
ed 1o ronm al. u t i l Bll over ihr
whole arpa. rxi-nptinR, posfihly.
Ihe service crrrnhouseK and a fp\
o|hpr s imi la r poinls, no motor i'nr^
wil! he pcrmi l fed in I l ip gardpns.
proprr, in ordmnry cirr\irnstan''ps.

So thpre Vi)\\e  n o lendcnc y fo r
visilors In hoir! picni'-s in any of
Ihe forcsl: or meadow nreas, nor
any d i f f i cu l t i cs ahout Ihpm usine
thé ^amp. for games, a f.ppnrnt-
section is set asidp. for Ihcse pur-
poses. With shnde trces. tables,
benches and other impcdimcnls,
they will be well suited.

l 'hii u r o t i ï n l Area
An adjoining playground area,

offering tennis courts, softball
diemond, soccer field, is approxi-
mately opposite Masson Street.

Varieties of flowers never seen
'hère before, are lo be on display;
for thcy hâve sent to thé fou r
corners of thé \vorld for Ihe seed
of new types, sent directly (o ihc
man or men cvojving them. Whcn
thèse flower and thé seed is saved.
then ihey will be Ihat much fiu--
Iher ahead, and may, possibly,
cvoK'c somp of li ioir o\vn.

The sile for thé lakes coulrin1;
lia\-p bfpn bel 1er choscn. foi
dirent ly hen»ath thé siirfacp. is
f ' i a j . in lire*1 n i i n n l i t i e s . nnd of
s N f r i r i f - n ! thi '-kness. so t h ? l lh" r - r
is \ - l r tua l ly no seepage of >vnt* r

, from thé bvo pools, and no rteed

for any ar t i f ida l sealing of thc
hotlom.

In thé économie sardon are be-
ing grown nll klncls of pdible vece-
lable?, i n r t u d i n g types quite
slranfie lo this country. When a i l
are planicd. there will he 465 d i f -
férent varie!ics. Some, like celcry,
hâve thé stalk eaien; others, lihe
carrots anri turnips , hâve thé root,
as thé impor tant part, while, in
s l i l l others, tnmatoos, peppers and
Iho like, il is thé fruit which
counts.

Set a part in d i f fé rent hcds, t h f >
\ \ i l l he separated either hy pu th.'.
or by lerraces, on différent éléva-
tions.

In thp orchard, \ > i l l be thé many
différent kinds o( fruit-beai-inK
Irees. as well as thp liuslies com-
ing in Ihat catégorie

History Losso n
The médicinal garden \ \ i l l furn-

ish a history lesson in addition to
thé gênerai geographical one
présent elsewherc, in that it will
be divided in to ihree sections, in-
cluding Ihe p l an t s anri herhs of
thé North American Indian wlirn
(he whi te man firsit arrîved; thé
kinds user! in thé Middle Ages, and
(hose which form thé niodern
pharmacist's source of supply.

Another spécial section will be
devoted to genêtics, showing thé
advantages and disfldvantages of
heredily, thé effecls of grafling,
and other trcatment of trees.

Even t h é clri quarry, will not be
wasted, for it will be utilized as a
rock garr len. \vi th a spiral ropd eut
to aliow thé visltor lo reach thé
bn t iom. At. varions points around
Ihe spiral, gaps w i l l he c'ut (hrough
thé rock \vall, allowme a vïcw of
Ihe sardens on thé sides of 1he
c l i f f , which, now perpendicular,
wil l he sloperi off.

The hills, whprp thé Alp ine
flowers will bc crown, nre ristiiK
rapifily, two hein g already f in i^h -
ed, and sevoval olhers are nearing
completion, so that plantinc can be j
carried out in thé near future.

A séries of concrète ^hasins, com-
plète, or nenrly so, will constilute
thé basis of thé Jsrgest collection
of vvater and hog plants on thé
Continent, if not in Ihe world.
Each basin bas ils own individuaî
drain, ail bring accessable in a
tunnpj. undevneath.

A différent system of riisplay w ' î l l
be followed hère. The surface of
thé pools is not nuich above ground
levé), and thé pa'.h is in a pit, cast
in thé concrète, reacherl by walk-
Ing down a fe\ steps. so that tho
basins coine up to Ihe walst-level
or théreahou(.••-, avoiding thé neces-
sity i>£ Ktooping lo get a gooti vievv
of thé smaller planls. Some of
them arc really smail, at that.

Th? \ hole plan was rirawn up
hy Henry TViisfhPr, who is ( h p
chief horticiilturlst and superin-
tendent of ils conslruction, whi le
lo Brother Marie Vlctorin. of th^
Unlversfty nf Montréal, goos f h r
inception of i h e iden. fenth arc
«pl l -krnwn in thé f i e l r t of bolnny.
esppcially ihe latter, who is a
world aut l ior i ty .


