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Botany

By Canoë Across thé Ungava Pemnsula
Via thé Kogaluk and Payne Rivers
Report supplied by Dr. Jacques Rousseau

Professer M . L. Fernald' s idea s o n th é
persistence o f plants i n unglaciate d area s
in northeaster n Americ a hâv e fo r th é
last twent y year s bee n a  stor m centr e
in America n phytogeography . A s fa r a s
Québec wa s concerned , th é discussio n
was liniite d mainl y t a th é Gasp é penin -
sula an d othe r arcti c o r subarcti c habi -
tats \vhic h ar e foun d i n th é Gul f o f S t
Lawrence région .

The nee d t o stud y th é hypothesi s i n
thé light o f ne w fact s becam e apparent .
Hence survey s i n th é interio r o f Anti -
costi island, \vhich, was supposed t o hâv e
escaped glaciation , wer e niad e i n 194 0
and 1942 . The gréâ t unknown , however ,
being th é interio r o f th é Ungav a penin -
sula, an d northcr n Québe c i n général , I
decided t o giv c m y attentio n t o thi s
problem. To fulfil l th é plan , three différ -
ent area s wer e studie d i n successio n i  )
from 194 4 t o th é sprin g o f 1947 , th é
subarctic forest s i n th é limeston e arc a
of Lak e Atistassîni ; 2) i n th é summe r o f
1947, a survey o f Georg e River 1,—which,
flowing fro m th é heigh t o f th é land ,
north o f Lak e Michikama u o n th é Qué -
bec-Labrador boundary, provides a good
cross sectio n o f th é végétatio n fro m th é
subarctic fores t t o thé arctic barre n land;
3) finally , thi s year a  sector o f th é Un -
gava peninsul a nort h o f th é timbe r line ,
between Hudso n Bay  an d Ungav a Ba y
via th é Kogalu k an d Payn e rivers 2.

Except fo r a  travers e b y Rober t J .
Flaherty3, alon g th é Payn e an d Povung -
nituk river s i n 1912 , n o othe r travers e
of th é Ungav a peninsul a nort h o f th é
timber Un e ha d apparentl y bee n made .
Furthermore, o n thi s summer' s trip , onlv
thé lowes t par t o f th é Payn e Rive r
touched th é rout e followe d b y Flahertv .

Planned firs t a s a  on e ma n généra l
survey (wit h emphasi s o n botany ) th é
purpose o f th é 194 8 tri p wa s graduall y
widened. I  firs t acceptc d th é suggestio n
of Mr . Edga r Auber t d e l a Ru e t o ac -
company m e a s geologist , an d a  gran t
from th é Arcti c Institut e wa s subse -
quently obtaine d t o rnak e thi s possible ;
Mr. Pierr e Gadboi s wa s late r adde d t o

thé part y a s geographe r fro m th é Geo -
graphical Burea u o t th é Dominio n De -
partment o f Mine s an d Resource s an d
finally, Mr. Jea n Miché a o f th é National
Muséum, Ottawa , joine d th é grou p a s
ethnologist an d archaeologist . Fo r m y
own part , outsid e o f plannin g an d lead -
ing th é expédition , I  concentrate d prin -
cipally o n th é biologica l (an d mainl y
botanical) aspect s o f th é survey . I t i ï
still prématuré to repor t o n th é technica i
aspects o f ou r work : eac h membe r o f
thé party " wil l late r furnis h a  repor t o n
his own activitie s an d observations . Con -
sequently, this note i s confined t o général
observations.

After flyin g fro m Montréa l airport ,
by R.C.A.F . t o For t Chimo , a  chartered
Canso c f th é Mont-Laurie r Aviatio n
Company carried thé party of four tech -
nicians an d fou r India n canocr s t o Po -
vungnkuk tradin g pos t o n th é Hudso n
Bay coast , o n th é i4t h July , 1948 . Th e
aircraft carrie d ai l equipmen t includm g
two eightee n foo t canoës . Becaus e o f a
very earl y break-u p th é Cans o wa s abl c
to lan d o n Payn e Lak e wher e w e mad e
a cache , thus simplifying th é proble m o f
transportation.

With th é assistanc e o f tw o Eskimo s
and thei r nineteen-foo t canoë , a s wel l
as a  collapsibl c cano ë o f th é kaya k typ e
seating tw o men , th é part y lef t th é
mouth o f th é Kogalu k Rive r o n Jul y
lyth an d followe d it s cours e unti l th é
lyth, The n bega n a  four-day portag e of
over twent y miles . Th e are a crosse d
consisted o f low hills eut by smal l brook s
and lakes , lyin g betwee n th é drainag e
basins o f th é Kogalu k an d Payne . Th e
first par t o f th é portag e over , th é Eski -
mos returne d t o thei r bas e wit h thei r
canoë, a s ha d bee n agree d upon , th é
three othe r canoë s no w bein g sufficien t
to carr y thé remainder o f thé load .

Reaching th é cach e o n Payne Lak e o n
August ind . th é part y followe d th é
Payne Rive r unti l th é izth , whe n th é
canoeîng ende d a t th é Payn e Ba y trad -
ing pos t o n Ungav a Bay . À  whol e wee k
was spen t ther e surveyin g th é surround -
ing territory .

The tw ro rivers , Kogalu k an d Payne ,
présent wïdel y différen t aspects.  A s a n
Indian guid e tol d m e on e day , "River s
are lik e women . eac h on e ha s he r ow n
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character, an d w e sens é i t i n th é earl y
days fcllowin g th é firs t meeting".  Th e
Kogaluk consist s o f a  chai n o f lake s
^eparated b y lo w falls . Th e Payne , o n
thé contrary , i s a  swif t rive r (althoug h
nor a s rapid a s thé Georg e River) , with-
out fall s an d wit h ver y te\  portages : a s
there i s sufficient water , on e ca n "shoot "
nearly ai l th é rapid s whe n goin g wit h
thé outrent . An outboar d engm e ma y b e
used o n bot h rivers , but, becaus e so little
was know n o f th é territor y i t seeme d
préférable t o reduc e th é weigh t o f ai l
equipment an d t o avoi d havin g t o por-
tage moto r an d gasoline . Moreover , such
travelling glve s on e mor e opportunit y
to collec t biologica l an d geological spéci-
mens, sinc e th é shore s ar e mor e easil y
followed closely .

A strikin g featur e o n th é whol e tri p
was th é almos t complèt e absenc e o f
caribou. Fro m th é Hudso n Bay  coas t t o
thé centre , no t a  singl e fres h trac k wa s
seen. Ol d caribo u trail s onl y wer e en -
countered an d moreover , a s viewed fro m
thé air , thès e wer e ver y rare . Fro m
Payne Lak e t o th é Ungav a Ba y coast ,
caribou trail s wer e mor e ftequent ,
though fres h track s wer e seldo m seen .
Only thre e caribou s wer e spie d b y th é
party. Nevertheless , a s on e woul d easil y
surmise, grazjn g possibilité s ar e ver y
good. Th e dominan t wîld lif e i n th é in -
terior a s fa r a s w e coul d judge , con -
sidered fro m th é économi e poin t o f
view, consist s mainl y o f gra y trout ,
Canada goos e an d lemming . Th e ex -
trême abundanc e of th é latte r thi s vea r
Ss a n indicatio n o f abundanc e o f whît e
foxes fo r nex t vear .

It ma v b e a  surpris e t o som e t o lear n
that w e employe d a s canoë men, Indians
who ha d neve r travelle d i n suc h coun -
try and who were in an area fa r removed
from thei r own , th é subarcti c fores t
north o f Scve n Island s o n th é St . Law -
rence. Thi s wa s don c becaus e Indian s
are unsurpasse d i n canoein g an d portag -
ing. The y ar e inlan d peopl e whil e th é
Québec Eskimo s ar e coastal , an d trave l
in th é interio r onl y occasionall y fo r
hunting purpose s an d the n b y komati k
in earl y winter . Eskimo s ar e unaccus -
tomed t o portage s an d t o travellin g b y
canoë o n rivers . I n IPS S tha n a  day , th é
Indian canoer s fro m th é "bush " ha d
adapted themselve s t o thé tundra and th é
camp fire s o f gree n willows . Eve n i f
they wer e i n a  countr y entitel y un -
known t o the m the y foun d thei r wa y
across th é barre n lan d mor e easil y tha n
did th é Eskimos. When travelling in th é
interior th é Eskim o relie s generall y o n
his cairn s t o guid e him ; th é Indian , o n
thé contrary , relie s o n th é sun . Afte r
leaving th é Kogalu k Rive r and travelling
for fou r day s whil e crossin g th é valley s
between thi s rive r an d th é Payne , wit h
vision limite d becaus e o f lo w hills , w e
went directl y t o ou r cach e an d los t n o
time searching  fo r it .

iSee pag e 9 3 fo r a n accoun t o f thi s expédi -
tion.

2A numbe r o f service s anr î organisation s hâv e
?o-operated i n rnakinp r thi s expéditio n anc ) tha t
to th é Georg e Rive r a  success . I n th é forma !
reports, du e crédi t wil l b e aecorder ï t o ai l o f
them. Nevertheless , i n thi s preliminar y note . I
!im happ y t o cit e particulart y th é Roya l Cana -
rlï.in Ai r Force . Geojrraphica l Bureau , Nationa l
Muséum. Defene e Researc h Board . Arcti c Insti -
tute, Governmen t o f th é Provinc e o f Québec , Cit y
of Montréa l an d th é Hudson' s Ba y Company .

aFlaherty. Rober t -T . Tw o traverse s acros s
Unsava peninsula . The fi-eographicaî Revieic
(New York) , 6 : 110-132 . 1918 .


